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E.O. 11652:N/A 
TAGS: EWWT, TH 

SUBJECT: ENGINEERS UNION COMPLAINS ABOUT THAI CUSTOMS 

1 . EA/TIMBS HAS RECEIVED COMPLAINT FROM NATIONAL MARINE 
ENGINEERS BENEFICIAL ASSOCIATION REGARDING IMPROPER 
CONDUCT OF THAI CUSTOMS OFFICIALS. LICENSED ENGINEERS 
ABOARD SEALAND SHIP. SS PONC. HAVE COMPLAINED TO THEIR 
UNION THAT CUSTOMS OFFICIALS BOARD SHIP IN BANGKOK AND 
REGULARLY "SHAKE DOWN 'OFFICERS AND CREW MEMBERS FOR MONEY, 
CIGARETTES, RADIOS, ELECTRIC RAZORS, ETC. 

2. ENGINEERS ALSO ACCUSE THAI CUSTOMS OF BREAKING INTO 
LOCKERS AND CONFISCATING RADIOS, CAMERAS AND CLOTHING 
ITEMS WHICH THAI OFFICIALS CLAIM SHOULD HAVE BEEN DECLARED. 
ENGINEERS HAVE ADVISED AMERICAN CONSULS IN HONG KONG AND 
BANGKOK OF THESE CHARGES. 
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3. ENGINEERS HAVE PROPOSED TO THEIR UNION THAT DURING 
UPCOMING CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS THEY INCLUDE A STATEMENT 
"NO CARGO WILL BE WORKED UNTIL SHIP HAS CLEARED" IN AN 
ATTEMPT TO GET COMPANY TO ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
ENGINEERS' WELFARE AND REQUIRE IT TO NEGOTIATE DIRECTLY 
WITH CUSTOMS. 
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4. UNION FINALLY ASKS DEPARTMENT TO HAVE CUSTOMS OFFICIALS 
IN BANGKOK CEASE AND DESIST FROM THEIR BLACKMAILING 
CONDUCT. 

5. EMBASSY COMMENTS REQUESTED FOR PREPARATION OF SUITABLE 
REPLY. VANCE 
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